
 
 

                    Announcements 

Students – Don’t forget you are required to 

check your MCC and MCS email daily! 

Student Leadership Networking Opportunity 

– There are 5 slots available for students who 

would like to participate in an RTI Early College 

Network Student Career Panel on October 22 at 

9 AM or 1 PM.  Please email Dr. Seawell if you 

are interested in representing MCEC in this Early 

College Event. 

College Math Students – Don’t forget Mrs. 

Hare offers Math assistance from 12:45 – 1:15 

every Friday.  If this time conflicts with another 

class, please email Mrs. Hare at 

kymberlie.hare@mongtomery.k12.nc.us 

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic --The School-Based 

Health Center is willing to host a COVID-19 

vaccine clinic at MCEC.  Students 12 years or 

older, parents, and employees are eligible to be 

vaccinated, and the clinic will be administering 

Pfizer vaccine.  If you are interested in getting 

the vaccine, please sign-up in the office by 

Wednesday, September 15.  (A parent or legal 

guardian must sign consent prior to a student 

receiving the vaccine.) If enough students are 

interested, the health center will schedule a date. 

 

 

 

 

                        Calendar 

Sunday, September 19th 

Hispanic Heritage Month Begins 

Monday, September 20th 

End of 1st Six Weeks 

Monday, September 27th 

Freshman/Sophomore Conferences Begin 

Tuesday, September 28th 

Junior/Senior Conferences 3:00pm-6:00pm 

Attention Seniors:  

-As you being to complete college applications and the Common App, please make sure you do the 

following:   

1. As you ask for recommendations: please do not choose Ms. New to be one of them, she must do school 

counselor recommendations for all seniors automatically—we want as many people as possible letting 

colleges know about your accomplishments. 

2. For the school counselor recommendation, please email Ms. New a copy of your college resume or list of 

accomplishments, clubs, etc. that you would like her to focus on. Include service both in school and out as 

well on the list.  

3. Financial Aid applications can be started on October 1st. Complete the process of getting a FSA ID for you 

and one parent NOW, so you will be ready.  

(website: https://fsaid.ed.gov/)   

4. RDS is good for 15 months so keep in mind colleges may ask you to do it again as you enter school. Please 

email Ms. New with any questions and it is always a great idea to have one of your English teachers review 

applications prior to submission. 

    Volunteer Opportunities  

All Clubs –  

Mt. Gilead is seeking volunteers for their Fall 

Festival on Saturday, October 16.   

On October 30, the Town of Troy is seeking 

volunteers to assist with the Kid Zone Area from 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.   

Help Wanted –  

Do you have a free period and would like to 

volunteer in the office? We need help! 

See Dr. Seawell for more information.  

 

           Freshman Class Student Government Officers: 

                             Freshman Class President - Mason Shaw 

                         Freshman Class Vice President - April Lamonds 

                    Freshman Class Secretary - Patricia Santibanez-Alvarez 

                              Freshman Class Treasurer - Caleb Elkins 

 

 

                                 Hispanic Heritage Month: César Chávez 

                                                      By: Connor Poole 

 

                                        

 

 

César Chávez was born on March 31, 1927, the second of five children and the eldest of three brothers. His 

parents ran a farm, grocery store, garage, and pool hall in Arizona near the California-Mexico border. In 

1938, the family was evicted from the land they had worked for nearly 50 years; forced to leave everything 

behind.  

Chávez had a hard time adjusting to his new life as part of the migrant farm labor force. During the harvest 

season, everyone in his family had to pitch in to put enough food on the table.  

Chávez joined the U.S. Navy in 1944 and served two years. In 1948, he married his longtime sweetheart, 

Helen Fabela, whom he had met in 1943. Chávez worked as a ranch hand for two years. 

Chávez quit to become a full-time organizer for the Community Services Organization, setting up chapters 

in towns across the state. Named executive director in 1959, Chávez moved to Los Angeles to work in the 

organization's front office. He established the National Farm Workers Association (NFWA), which lobbied 

for a minimum wage and unemployment insurance for farm workers, and established a life insurance plan, a 

credit union, and a hiring hall for members. 

Under his leadership, field hands at nine labor camps struck in September 1965. The farm workers' struggle 

caught the attention of activists already spurred by the Civil Rights Movement, as it did within the labor 

movement. Union members refused to load or haul grapes out of storage when volunteers picketed 

warehouses. 

The strikers easily won the public relations battle, but they had a harder time winning the labor relations 

fight. For the next two years, the NFWA conducted a campaign against both the growers and the Teamsters, 

forming the new United Farm Workers Organizing Committee which won the first of many representation 

elections. One year later, the United Farm Workers (UFW) signed contracts with some of the country's 

leading winemakers.  

Over the next few years, the UFW's grape contracts fell. Chávez pressured Gov. Jerry Brown to support a 

farm labor law that would recognize the special circumstances of the migrant workers. With the governor's 

support, and after many demonstrations, the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act was signed into law 

in June 1975. 

Chávez remained revered by the Mexican-American community and by farm workers everywhere. But the 

UFW never managed to stabilize its membership base. In 1992, the union had only 22,000 members. 

Chávez died in April 1993 in Yuma, Arizona. He was there to testify at a hearing associated with a 17-year 

lawsuit against the union initiated by Bruce Church Incorporated, an agribusiness firm that, in a turn of fate, 

owned the land the Chávez family once had farmed. 
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Thank you for reading The Phoenixes’ Call! This publication was created completely by Montgomery County Early College students. We write, edit, 

and publish this work on our own. We are using this publication to showcase all of the wonderful students of MCEC and to show the community what 

it means to be a Phoenix. We apologize for any typographical errors or misspellings. Please see Ms. Heather Dunlap or Connor Poole if you have an 

idea for a new story or if you would like to be involved. 

           Art Club Officers 

               President: Sara Delaney 

              Vice President: Shy Little 

              Secretary: Skylar Dennis 

                Treasurer: Mason Shaw 

 

 

                      Cross Country 

                     Jamira Jackson 

                     J'Kwone Brown 

                     Alexander Clark 

                      James Griffin 

                     April Lamonds 

              Onicela Martinez Leyva 

Editor’s Note: We sincerely apologize for 

neglecting to include Cross Country under the “fall 

athletes” section in issue two. – C.P. 

           O.L.A.S. Officers  

          President: Annajelle SanJuan 

     Vice President: Stephany Jimenez 

          Secretary: Annabelle SanJuan 

       Media Promoter: Yoselyn Notano 

              The “Dad-abase” 

         By: Mr. Kirk C. Watts, Esq. 

I know a lot of jokes about retired people but 

none of them work! 

                            Profiles in Nature: The Quokka 

                                       By: Mauricio Aguilar 

                                              

The quokka is a rather interesting creature found on the island of Rottnest near Perth, Australia. 

They are marsupials which means they are in the same type of family as koalas.  

These animals, however, are very friendly and have become the main attraction for this island. Part 

of the reason that these friendly animals are endangered is because they have no fear for humans. 

Tourists go to this island and they can be seen taking selfies with this animal. This animal is a 

herbivore and it spends most of its time eating at night. Quokkas can be 16-21 inches tall, and they 

can also climb trees. 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

                                                      Humans of MCEC 

 “Humans of MCEC” is a project that came to life through MCEC’s Journalism class in the spring semester of the 2019-2020 school year. This project spotlights 

MCEC students by sharing their stories and the impacts they have on the Phoenix Family. 

                                                Phoenix Spotlight: Jaylyn Efird  

                                                           By: Olivia Goodwin 

                                                                                                

Jaylyn Efird is one of the many unique students here at Montgomery County Early College. She is a senior and is a great asset to the 

diversity here at the Early College. She is also very relatable, which is something that connects her to her peers. Many of you may know her 

but if you don’t, I am going to highlight her and allow everyone to know who Jaylyn Efird is.  

We started the interview by diving straight into a personal question, which was: “What you are most afraid of?” I believe that you can 

tell a lot about someone by what their fears are. She replied that she is most scared of change. She went in-depth about how comfortable she 

can get with situations and people in her life, and it can be difficult to go through adjustments. This is something that we all fear to some 

degree. The next question I wanted to ask was: “What do you want to accomplish in life? What is your biggest goal?” She responded that she 

wants to travel the world. She mentioned that she does not want to live a boring life, and she wants to be able to look back and have no regrets. 

We got the basic questions out of the way, like what are her hobbies? She likes to read and go trail-riding. I asked what her strengths 

and weaknesses are, and she said her strengths are patience, communication, innovation, trustworthiness, and versatility. She stated her 

weaknesses are she is introverted, disorganized, self-critical, and procrastinating. These are some great strengths and very relatable 

weaknesses. I asked what the happiest moment in her life was, and she said it was the day she got her dog, and she loves her dog so much. She 

also enjoys English the most, which explains her love of reading. I asked her what makes her unique and she said, “Does being left-handed 

count?” and I, for one, think it does. I asked her, “If her friends could describe her, what would they say?” She said that they would say, 

“Jaylyn is laid back and easy to get along with but can be hardheaded sometimes.” 

Jaylyn is just one of the many amazing phoenixes we have at our school, and now that you know more about her, maybe befriend her; 

or if you see her in the hall, ask to see a cute picture of her dog! We are proud to have a student like Jaylyn in our Phoenix Family! 

Thanks for 

showing such 

great spirit at 

the pep rally on 

Friday! Way to 

go, Phoenix 

Timberwolves! 


